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State of Exception and Dictatorship

— Benjamin, Schmitt, and Heidegger —

INADA Tomomi

The legal scholar Carl Schmitt developed his theory of dictatorship in the Weimar Republic, where political instability

and the state of exception were commonplace. Walter Benjamin once sent him a letter, which later became the subject of a

scandal when it was published. There is also only one known letter from Martin Heidegger to Schmitt. Using this faint trace

as a clue, this paper will discuss the relationship between these three thinkers. In other words, the purpose of this paper is

to trace historically the reciprocal responses of Benjamin, Schmitt, and Heidegger in order to clarify how they thought about

the state of exception and dictatorship, respectively.
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